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March 12
th

, 2011  General Meeting 

Held at the Freeborn County Fairgrounds, Albert Lea 

Minnesota.   
 

This is the site for the 2011 RPRU. 

 

We will meet in a heated building and have a catered meal by Hy-

Vee.  Merchandise trailer will be present and meeting will focus 

on RPRU planning.  Fairground buildings will be open for 

inspection. 

 

If possible please RSVP by 3/5 to allow us to plan the correct 

number of meals.  To RSVP contact Bruce Jensen or Nathan 

Hanson (contact information to the left) 
 

 

 

 

 

Exit 157 of I-

90, then head 

south 2 miles. 

mailto:keckstrand@myclearwave.net
mailto:keckstrand@myclearwave.net
mailto:Joellindak@aol.com
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12-04-10 BOD Meeting 

The meeting was called to order at 3:10 by President Bruce Jensen. The Secretary’s 

and Treasurer’s reports were forestalled. 

 

A motion was made by Bob Koepp, seconded by Kathy Eckstrand, and passed to re-

elect  current officers. 

 

Glen Kadelbach has presented a quote of $1350 for a foam graphic display for the 

RPRU.  A motion was made by Kathy Eckstrand, seconded by Nathan Hanson, and 

passed to order the display. 

 

The dates for the next two board and committee meetings were set for January 22, 

2011 and February 19 2011 at Whiskey River Restaurant in St Peter  from 10:00 am 

to 4:00 pm. 

 

Red Wing pottery pictures will be added to the web site when available. 

A motion was made by Joel Klein, seconded by Jerry Bambenek, and passed to 

adjourn at 3:40 pm. 
 Respectfully Joel Klein 

 
 

Hello everyone.  Sorry for the smaller print, but we have the most information ever 

packed into one newsletter.  Above is a summary of the funds taken in for the 

RPRU to date.  Club members have loaned $17,000 so far.   

 

Hope to see everyone in March.  Nathan 

RPRU Checking Account : 

mailto:keckstrand@myclearwave.net
mailto:keckstrand@myclearwave.net
mailto:gdw@weitgenant.com
mailto:Joellindak@aol.com
mailto:rmwatk@msn.com
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 Well folks, how is your winter going? I was getting so upset with all the snow, that I even voiced my 

opinion to my wife. It was a nicely worded opinion. Just drive safe and watch for the other guy in this 

weather. We will have a lot of board meetings from now on and some general meetings in the spring, so 

please take care. 

  

We had a lively general meeting at Arlington on Dec 4, 2010. About a 100 folks were fed. The caterer 

brought a delicious meal for everyone. We even had a nice sunny day for this December. 

  

We got to see the new polo shirt for the Roundup. Mel Melcher bought one, and put it on, and we had him 

model it for us. I still have a little humor left in me. Thanks Linda for getting us such nice shirts. 

  

The three directors that were up for re-election, Joel Klein, Robert Koepp, and Dave Kanten, were re-

elected, by an unanimous vote. Please help and support your board in the coming months. 

  

Let's all remember Harry Petrowske, in this time of need. A card of good will would brighten his day. He 

never missed one of our functions, and supported us greatly. I hope "Trucker Don" has recovered from his 

episode, and will be with us at the March meeting. If the membership did not know, he was stung 

by a bee or venimous insect while driving his truck, and ended up in the hospital. I bet you do not use any 

"left handed air conditioning" from now on Don. 

  

The Red Power Roundup is coming together little by little. I want to thank all the members that signed up to 

help at the meeting in Arlington. I am getting a lot of calls and e-mails now on people bringing tractors and 

equipment. Of course I forgot to mention the registration form for 90 percent of these exhibitors, so tractor 

committee, please forgive me. I am asking them to go to the web site from now on so they can get pre-

registered and or asking them to contact the tractor committee. Club members, please contact Conrad 

Fiskness, Mel Melcher, and Orville Delling and register your tractors and equipment. It will help our show 

get a little more organized. 

  

Also about a year ago I asked if any members had refrigerators, freezers, air conditioners and the like to 

contact me. Two of our members contacted me, and like my normal self, I did not write your names down or 

call you back. Please call me at 1-507-383-3616, and I will get on this now. I will come running with a 

pickup and trailer. One person was from the Rochester area, and the other person was from 

the Marshall area.  

 

I have some very good news. With the large amount of tractors that people have already told us they are 

bringing, especially from Minnesota, I have asked the Freeborn County Fair board if we can have 

buildings and grounds, starting June 15, 2011, and they have approved, with no additional cost to the club. 

That way we can get an even earlier start and you as club members will not have to rush to get 

your items here. It will give you more time to get more tractors here. Hint, Hint. 

  

There will be a board meeting Jan. 22 and also one on Feb 19, 2011, in St. Peter, MN. We are meeting at the 

Whiskey Creek Restaurant on Hwy 22, east of St Peter. Will all board members and Committee chairs 

come to these meetings? This is weather permitting. 

  

See you at the March 12, 2011 meeting at the Freeborn County Fairgrounds. We will be in a heated 

building. Exit off of Interstate 90 at Exit 157, and than 2 miles south. The Fairgrounds are on your 

right. 

  

Have a joyous New Year, and happy IH, Farmall, or MCD hunting and repairing.   

President’s 2 Cents Worth 
By Bruce Jensen 
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11-20-10 BOD  and Committee Chair Meeting 

Meeting was called to order at 10:53 AM by president Bruce Jensen  Members present: Bob Koepp, Werner Reining, Bruce Jensen, Dave 

Kanten, Joel Klein Kathleen Eckstrand Erwin Atzenhoefer, Nathan Hanson, George Weitgenant, Mel Melcher, Linda Klein, Eric Koepp, Roger 

Seimsen, Orville Deling, Irene Deling, Ken Eckstrand, Jerry Bambenek, Sharon Weitgenant, Bill Radil. 

 

An agenda was presented with revisions presented by Bob Koepp.  A motion was made by Dave Kanten, seconded by Werner Reining and 

approved to accept the revised agenda.  A motion was made by Bob Koepp, seconded by Kathy Eckstrand and approved to accept the 

secretary’s report as printed in the last newsletter. 

 

Nathan Hanson gave a recap of the treasurer’s report $ 33,000 total; $5,000 savings, $16,000 RPRU, and $12,000 in the general account.  A 

motion was made by Werner Reining, seconded by Bob Koepp, and approved to accept the report as presented.  It was noted that only 20% of 

the total is due when ordering toys. 

 

MEMBERSHIP REPORT:  Jerry Bambenek reported that there are over 350 members.  Two are complimentary memberships.  A membership 

form will be added to the exhibitors packet. 

 

MERCHANDISE REPORT:  Linda Klein reported that Red Wing Pottery was ordered Pre orders for pick up at the show will be accepted.  

Other items to be ordered: polo shirts, hats, tank tops, t shirts, Cub Cadet caps, and Scout caps. 

BELT BUCKLE REPORT:  Orders are being recorded as they are received and money being put on deposit. 

 

AUCTION REPORT:  Roger Seimsen reported that auctioneer Cary Aasness would like to limit the auction to 2 ½ hours which would allow 

for a maximum of 75-80 units.  There are currently 60 tractors listed.  All units must run. 

VENDOR REPORT: Bill Radil reports that 18 inside vendors have reserved 88 spaces, and 6 outside vendors have 485 spaces.  The Lions club 

building would be available for a donation to the Club. 

CAMPING REPORT:  Dave Kanten reports that full hook up sites are full.  Extra primitive camping has been made available. 

CHAPTER REGISTRATION: Kathy Eckstrand has sent 30 registration forms and received 8 responses.  The Wells family is working on table 

toppers. 

LUNCH BREAK 12:00-1:00 

 

TRACTOR REGISTRATION: Mel Melcher is handling mailed registrations, Conrad Fiskness made up a pre-registration form and will handle 

on-line reservations. 

TOY REPORT: Eric Koepp reports that Scale Model can do a 1/16 scale Cub Cadet that would be imprinted with RPRU and would be 

available to Chapter 15 for purchase at RPRU at a selling price of $78.95.  Also available would be the 826 and Cub Cadet Pedal tractors at a 

selling price of $225.00 .  Could be drop shipped after the show $25-$30.  An 826 1/8 scale is available.  Eric will get minimum quantities 

before the December meeting.  The order deadline is March 1 2010. 

ADVERTISING:  ¼ page ads will be put in Farm Collector and Antique Power. 

POSTERS: We will have a full page in the Albert Lea Convention Bureau Brochure at a cost of $1150.  $1000 of that total is being covered by 

a grant from the Visitors Bureau. 

MOTEL:  Bruce Jensen has located 1100 more rooms in surrounding cities in Minnesota and Iowa.  Names and numbers will be posted on the 

Web. 

NEWSPAPER AND SHOPPER:   Two papers were contacted, the Albert Lea Tribune and the Freeborn  Shopper.  A motion was made by 

Dave Kanten, seconded by Nathan Hanson, and approved to use the Albert Lea Tribune for the show paper.  Articles are due by March.  Bruce 

J and Conrad F will submit editorials. 

CUB CADET:  Orlen Modene will chair, assisted by Randy Bensen, and Hugh Simon 

MINNESOTA CONNECTION:  Trying to locate the prototype cyclo planter, will get the Ronning forage harvester, and the 3200 IH skid-steer 

loader. 

SHOWBOOK REPORT:  George and Sharon Weitgenant will chair.  They will contact Lisa Crayford.  The National club has requirements as 

listed in the Presidents book.  The book will retail for $25.00 and should be out 60 days after the show. 

WOMENS ACTIVITIES:  Donnalee Jensen and Lois Fiskness.  Donnalee is pursuing a garden tour. 

KIDS PROGRAMS:  Miriam Hanson and Linda Klein  Billy Steers will come and put on a program.  He will bring parts for Tractor Mac.  We 

will need to furnish a cub for his use. 

PARADE:  Ken Eckstrand will chair.  He will see about a back up sound system.  We will play the National anthem and the Canadian national 

anthem.  The parade will be led by Bruce Jensen’s flag float with both the American flag and the Canadian flag.  First in line will be the feature 

tractors.  

SEMINARS: 1) Lee Sackett will work on restoring a 1020 or Farmall B 2) Seminar on repairing disc brakes. 

TOURS: CVB, Ken Eckstrand and Linda Klein are working on a tour to Mall of America. 

TRANSPORTATION: We will use people movers.  Will ask Tim Krenz and Dave Alstad to arrange. 

SECURITY:  Will be handled by the Sheriff and Police 

SETUP AND TEAR DOWN: Will be assigned later. 

ADVERTISING:  Will be discussed at December meeting. 

 

FIRST AID SAFETY: Will have 2 ambulances on the grounds A safety committee will be formed for the parade and in case of stormy 

weather.  There will be a 5MPH speed limit for golf carts. 

 

Nathan has contacted the caterer for the December meeting. 

A motion to adjourn at 3:50 pm was made by Dave Kanten, seconded by Erwin Atzenhoefer and approved.    Submitted by Joel Klein 
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e all the potential inquiries. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

From the Collectors Corner 
By Conrad Fiskness 

 
 

As I am writing the weather people are saying that we have had as much snow already this winter as we normally get 

all year. Well, it is just mid-January so there is more winter to come and I don’t even need a groundhog to tell me that. 

We did have a short early January break by flying to Florida for a week to visit a brother in the Fort Myers area. We 

had a great time and following is a recap of a trip highlight. 

 

On the first Friday of January, we drove up to Leesburg, FL to visit one of the IH museums listed in Harvester 

Highlights. Stew Paquette has developed quite a collection that he calls Stew’s IH Stuff. He features IH tractors from 

1939 to 1985 and it is a collection that started with a pulling tractor he purchased in Canada several years ago. 

 

On the sprawling campus of his “Buffalo Nickel Ranch” he has amassed a collection of over 100 tractors plus many 

implements and IH memorabilia.  You start by entering a replica of an IH dealership of the 50’s and 60’s. It is full of 

all sorts of typical IH items and behind the showroom is a very neat and fully equipped shop. This shop is staffed by a 

full-time mechanic who was busily restoring a “C” while we were there. He has a large “Show Barn” equipped with a 

stage and electronic gear to show videos, movies plus much more memorabilia, pictures and collectibles. Then you go 

to the “Tractor Barn” which is a 50’ X 250’ building full of beautifully restored tractors and trucks. He has some 

tractors that were of very limited production. 

 

Imagine our delight to discover that besides Stew waiting to greet us (I had called ahead to verify that they were open) 

was a Chapter 15 member. Bruce Clementson from Pine Island winters in the Leesburg area and spends considerable 

time with Stew at the museum helping guide visitors and with many other details. I first met Bruce at the “Field of 

M’s” feature in Le Sueur in 2008. Bruce had one of his 1939 “M’s” at the show. He has since sold one ’39 “M” to 

Stew and it is on display outside of the “Tractor Barn”. We were there almost four hours and Bruce walked around 

with us the whole time. Stew and his office manager, Michelle, together with Bruce, made us feel very welcome and 

provided us with the highlight event of our Florida visit.  

 

Stew has a large pond in front of the buildings and there to my surprise was a pair of Sand Hill cranes walking around. 

This museum is growing too. Stew has poured the slab for a 110’ X 200” building that will add to his capability for 

storing IH products. “Stew’s Stuff” Museum will only get bigger and better. Even the ladies in our group enjoyed the 

visit and their enjoyment was enhanced by the discovery of a quilt shop in the town of Leesburg. I’m not as dumb as 

some might think, so we tore ourselves away from all the tractors in time to give the ladies a chance to add to their 

fabric stash. It was a good thing that we were flying which created a limit on the amount of fabric that could be 

brought back to Minnesota. 

 

I took a bunch of pictures and it is too bad this isn’t a color tabloid type of newsletter. But Stew’s Stuff was featured in 

the January-February issue of Antique Power and that four page article has many pictures. Better yet, get out of the 

snow, fly or drive to Florida and see it all for yourself. I am sure Stew would be delighted to have you visit. 

 

In the last issue I mentioned I was looking for a 7 foot sickle mower and a 2000 loader. Well, I now have the mower 

and have also found a loader that I will pick up when the snow has melted. The mower needed a bit of modification to 

the power takeoff shaft and club member Rick Bodin gave me some help with that. It is great having good friends in 

the club! Thanks to everyone who contacted me with offers and/or tips on where to find these items. Apparently 

people do read this column!  

 

Next up is the March meeting and hopefully we will all see each other there. 
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Large view showing directions 

from Arlington.  Sherburn in 

exit 87 off I-90 

12-04-10 Annual meeting IHCC Chapter #15 Arlington MN 
President Bruce Jensen called the meeting to order at 12:30 pm.  All board members were present with the exception of George Weitgenant, 

Werner Reining, and Dave Kanten. A motion was made seconded and approved to accept the agenda as presented.  

The secretary’s report was corrected to remove Sandy Pearson as contact for the Wright County Show, and replace with Richard Bodin.  A 

motion was made by Paul Adelmann seconded by Bill Radil and approved to approve the Secretary’s report as printed in the newsletter with the 

above corrections.A motion was made, seconded and approved to accept the Treasurer’s report as presented by Nathan Hanson.  Balance on 

hand is $27,000. 

 

Guests and new members were recognized.  A group from Wright County Fair was present.Membership secretary Jerry Bambenek reported that 

we have 340 members. There were 32 new members in 2010 with 28 who did not renew. Conrad Fiskness will head registration for exhibitors.  

Registrations can be e-mailed to Conrad, or mailed to Mel Melcher. He asked all exhibitors or vendors from the 2010 Scott Carver show to see 

Bob Watkins for show plaques if they did not get one. Conrad explained and apologized for the Link-n e-mails to all on his distribution list. 

 

Bruce Jensen has a new e-mail address bejensen@gmail.com.  He attended a meeting in Iowa and learned to use an agenda for meetings.  He 

learned that 2011 is also the 50th anniversary of the Scout.  We will recognize the 50th anniversary of Scout and Cub Cadet as part of our Red 

Power Round Up.  John Neville was the IH rep for the Cyclo Corn planter.  There are some pieces of the original planter still in existence.  We 

will try to locate them. 

 

Linda Klein gave a merchandise report.  She has an order form for RPRU Red Wing Pottery:  She ordered 250 pitchers, 250 banks, and 100 

batter bowl.  The selling price will be $26.50 pitcher, $22.50 bank, and $59.00 for the batter bowl with 2 lb pancake mix. She also ordered 5 

numbered one gallon croaks with lids to be auctioned after the show. She will order Cub Cadet caps, Scout caps, and RPRU caps.  RPRU polo 

shirts for men and women are available for sale.  Also available are women’s vests, and winter coats with a sale price of $50.00. 

 

Eric Koepp has brought Toy Collector magazines to share with anyone who wants one.  Al Rodenwald is looking for some January 2010 issues 

of Harvester Highlights if anyone has an extra, see Al.  The group from Wright County Fair reports that they have 60 acres of ground. In 2010 

they hosted the Minneapolis Moline national show with up to 250 exhibits.  2010 they will host J I Case, and in 2012 IHC. The fair starts the first 

Wednesday in August and lasts for 5 days.  We would be welcome to be there for all days or from Thursday through Saturday.  They will furnish 

a 40X100 tent for our use.  They have on site trailer and truck parking, and 24 hour security.  There is primitive camping available on the 

grounds and 7 motels in the area.  They also have a 50X100 hoop building that would be available.  We can sell merchandise without paying a 

vendor fee.  There are people movers and there will be a parade every day. 

 

There is an open motion that was made seconded and tabled at an earlier meeting to accept the offer to have our state show in conjunction with 

the Wright County Fair in 2012.  The motion was passed.  Chapter directors up for election are Dave Kanten, Joel Klein, and Bob Koepp.  All 

have agreed to serve another term.  Nominations were asked from the floor three times.  A motion was made by Mel Melcher, seconded by Linda 

Klein, and approved to close the nominations.  A motion was made by Gale Suter, seconded, and passed to unanimously approve the reelection 

of the three directors. Jim Brewer representing South Dakota Chapter 15 indicated they will be bidding on Red Power Round up 2014 and asked 

for our support 

. 

RED POWER ROUND UP COMMITTEE REPORTS 

TOY COMMITTEE: Eric Koepp reported that the quantities required for toy orders are 500 for the 1/16 826, 250 for the Cub Cadet Pedal 

tractor, and unspecified for the 1/8 scale Cub Cadet. 

A motion was made by Bill Radil, and Seconded by Gilbert Dick to purchase the minimum quantities required for ordering.  Discussion followed 

with Sandy Pearson making a motion to amend the motion limiting quantities to 500 1/16 scale 826 gold demonstrators, the purchase of 9 856 

pedal tractors from existing stock(Roger Seimsen will donate 1 additional), and 50 1/8 Cub Cadet tractors . The motion to amend was seconded 

by Linda Klein. More discussion followed.  Jerry Bambenek called for a vote.    The motion as amended was passed to purchase 250 1/16 Gold 

826, 9 826 Gold Pedal tractors, and 50 1-8 scale Cub Cadets. The pedal tractors will be used for children’s activities and auctioned at the end of 

the show. 

RPRU TRACTOR RESTORATION:  Lee Sackett will do final restoration of a McCormick 1020 at the show. 

TRACTOR AUCTION:  Roger Seimsen reports that auctioneer Cary Aasness currently has 60 tractors on consignment. 

BELT BUCKLE:  Rod Larson reports that 600 were ordered and 140 have been sold. 

VENDOR REPORT:  Bill Radil reports that 20 inside vendors have reserved 90 spaces, and 6 outside vendors have reserved 485’ of space. 

CAMPING REPORT:  Dave Kanten is absent due to weather.  Bruce Jensen reports that 100 additional primitive sites are available, and there is 

additional parking available for semis and trailers. 

CHAPTER REGISTRATION: Kathy Eckstrand sent out 31 registration forms and has 8 confirmations.  Marilyn Wells and her daughter Eileen 

showed the table decorations they are making for each chapter.  A quilted table mat with a red pot of geraniums will be made for each table. 

TRACTOR REGISTRATIONS: Conrad Fiskness will handle e-mail registrations with Mel Melcher handling mailed registrations.  Orville 

Deling will assist as needed. 

ADVERTISING:  Bruce Jensen reports that the poster has been updated, and the ALCVB brochure is ready for distribution 

MOTEL:  Additional motel rooms have been located and will be added to the web site. 

NEWSPAPER REPORT:  The Albert Lea Tribune will publish the show newspaper.  The contact there is Scott Schmetzer. 

CUB CADET:  The committee will be headed by Randy Benson with assistance from Oraln Modine, and Hugh Simon. The donation of a new 

Cub Cadet with a drive shaft has been promised by MTD. 

MINNESOTA CONNECTION:  Arnold Zempel reports there is a early Stieger , an  original skid steer loader, and a cyclo planter prototype that 

may be available. 

SHOW BOOK COMMITTEE:  George and Sharon Weitgenant are working on this. 

 

Ken Eckstrand reports that he is working on putting a tour package together. 

A motion was made, seconded and approved to adjourn at 2:45 pm.     Respectfully Joel Klein 

 

mailto:bejensen@gmail.com
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Club Membership 

Jerry Bambenek 

 

A number of members paid their 2011 dues at the December meeting. In February I will send out dues 

notices to the members who have not paid for 2011 by that time. The National / State dues are a total of 

$25.00 for 2011.  

 

If you know someone who wants to join the Club, you can go to the Chapter 15 web site,  

www.ihcc15.com  and print out the membership application. Or contact me and I can send perspective 

members an application. Then complete the application and send it with $25.00 to my attention.  

 

The 2011 Minnesota Chapter 15 membership cards will be mailed in the spring.   

 

Jerry Bambenek, Membership Secretary  

1306 21
st
 Street West 

Hastings, MN 55033-3217 

 (651) 437-4546 

bambenek@embarqmail.com 

.   

 

 

2011 Red Power Round-Up, Albert Lea, MN 

RED WING POTTERY ORDER FORM 

Please print and complete the order form below to purchase official Red Power Round Up 2011 Red Wing 

Pottery.  Act early to guarantee delivery at Red Power Round Up 2011.     If you have questions, call 651-

452-5664.                                                                                        Please mail this completed form with your 

check made out to Minnesota 15 IHCC to: 

Linda Klein   3829 Gibraltar Trail, Eagan MN 55123 

 

NAME: ____________________________________       PHONE: _______________ 

ADDRESS: __________________________________________________________ 

CITY, STATE, ZIP _____________________________________________________                                                                                         

(All prices include sales tax) 

QUANTITY            ITEM                                         PRICE                                TOTAL 

_____                 Jug Bank                                     $22.50                          $_________ 

_____                 Batter Bowl - 2 QT                    $59.00                          $_________ 

                            With 2 lb Pancake mix 

_____                 Cherry Band Pitcher 15 oz.      $26.50                          $________ 

 

 

 

 

L 

 

http://www.ihcc15.com/
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IH Collectors of        

MN #15 

1322 90th Ave 

Sherburn, MN 56171 

 

 

Next Meeting: 
Spring Meeting 

March 12th, 2011 

Freeborn County 

Fairgrounds 

Albert Lea, MN 

10:00 Shop / Visit / Tour 

Fair Grounds 

12:00 Meal 

1:00 General Meeting 
 

 

See below for details. 

 

Future Events: 
 

National IH Winter 

Convention 

March 3,4,5 2011 

Columbus, Indiana 

 
Spring Meeting 

Albert Lea Fair Grounds 

Special Guest 

National IH Director 

Bob Caloud 

March, 12
th

, 2011 

 

 

Red Power Round Up 

Albert Lea, MN 

June 23, 24 &25 2011 

 

 

 
 

Spring Meeting 

Please plan on attending our spring meeting the 
Freeborn County Fairground, Albert Lea MN.  Great 
new merchandise, RPRU planning, visiting with 
friends and always a great meal. This will be one 
our most important meetings for the year as the 
RPRU is fast approaching.  Please come and join 
the RPRU effort.  

 
See you there!!!! 


